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UN Sustainable Development Goal: Target 8.7

In 2015, 193 countries committed to: 

Take immediate and effective measures to eradicate forced labour, 
end modern slavery and human trafficking and secure the 

prohibition and elimination of the worst forms of child labour, 
including recruitment and use of child soldiers, and by 2025 end 

child labour in all its forms. 



The Alliance 8.7 Knowledge Platform



Modern Slavery 

1. Slavery reduces productivity

2. Slavery creates inter-generational poverty

3. Slavery institutionalizes inequality

4. Slavery weakens multiplier effects

5. Slavery discourages innovation in production

6. Slavery produces a capital market failure

7. Slavery hits the public purse

8. Slavery weakens governance

9. Slavery fuels corruption and illicit financial flows

10. Slavery harms the environment

Source  - James Cockayne, Developing Freedom: The Sustainable Development Case for Ending Modern Slavery, Forced Labour and Human Trafficking (United 

Nations University: New York, 2021).



The gendered nature of modern slavery 

Source – Walk Free Initiative, Stacked Odds, Minderoo Foundation(2020) 



Why are women and girls more at risk? 

Source – Walk Free Initiative, Stacked Odds, Minderoo Foundation(2020) 



Covid-19 and the Gendered Impact on 
Modern Slavery

1. How has the COVID-19 pandemic increased vulnerability of 
women and girls to modern slavery?

2. How has the COVID-19 pandemic impacted women and girls 
already in situations of modern slavery?



How has the COVID-19 pandemic 
increased vulnerability of women 

and girls to modern slavery?



First, because there is an increased supply of 
workers vulnerable to exploitation. 



Second, employers have stronger incentives 
and greater latitude for exploitation



Third, with education systems suspended, 
children, specifically girls, have become more 

vulnerable to exploitation. 



How has the COVID-19 pandemic 
impacted women and girls already 
in situations of modern slavery?



1) Identification

2) Support

3) Resourcing 

Source: Freedom Fund



Source: Freedom Fund
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